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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CRIME STATISTICS, SEPTEMBER 2000 QUARTER 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [2.06 pm]:  For some time now I have been tabling quarterly 
offence and clearance statistics compiled by the Western Australia Police Service.  It provides an opportunity to 
improve public awareness of crime in Western Australia and dispel the frequently peddled myth that crime is 
spiralling out of control in this State.  The September quarter’s figures now available show that the crimes that 
cause most fear in our community - that is, offences against the person, such as homicide, assault and robbery, 
home burglaries and motor vehicle theft - have decreased compared with the previous quarter and the same 
period last year.   

The total number of reported offences for the September quarter has increased by 4.8 per cent compared with the 
same period last year, with 61 per cent of this rise attributed to a large increase in the stealing of property, which 
does not include motor vehicle or home theft.  The number of reported offences either stayed the same or 
decreased in 12 of the 21 categories reported on.  It is pleasing to note a continuing decline in the number of 
home burglaries reported for the September quarter.  There was a 2.9 per cent decrease compared with the same 
period last year, and a 6.4 per cent decrease compared with the June quarter.  The Government’s commitment to 
making Western Australians feel safe in their homes through the Safer WA community crime prevention 
initiative, targeting policing strategies implemented by the Police Service and tough legislation such as the 
Criminal Code Amendment (Home Invasion) Bill will continue to assist in decreasing the number of home 
burglaries in Western Australia.   

There were also pleasing decreases compared with the September 1999 quarter in the reports of homicide at 47.1 
per cent; robbery, 14.1 per cent; deprivation of liberty, 15.7 per cent; motor vehicle theft and attempted theft, 8.9 
per cent; and stalking, 30.2 per cent.  There were increases in the reports of sexual assault at 21.8 per cent; 
burglary other than dwellings, 17.7 per cent; fraud, 20.3 per cent; graffiti, 16.1 per cent; and drug offences, 9.3 
per cent.  It is, however, explained in the notes on page 3 of the statistics report that proactive policing 
undertaken to encourage the reporting of certain offence types, such as assault, graffiti and drug offences, will 
increase the number of offences reported, as will the reporting of historical offences, particularly sexual assault.   

During the September 2000 quarter, the clearance rate remained stable at 32.5 per cent compared with 32.6 per 
cent in September 1999.  This rate is expected to be further improved now that all districts are gaining access to 
the Insight (Incident Pattern Analysis) program.  This nationally-recognised program provides operational crime 
and other information drawn from corporate databases as standardised maps, graphs and reports.  This enables 
senior officers to use existing information and deploy resources to reduce crime in a proactive, rather than 
reactive, manner.  This is called targeted policing and it has been successfully piloted at Cottesloe Police Station 
and through effective actions such as Operation Carrier in Joondalup.   

Police have hailed Operation Carrier the most successful operation carried out in the Joondalup district in the 
past five years.  The operation targets crime hotspots, such as train stations and shopping centres, and focuses on 
repeat offenders.  The September figures show that the incidence of stealing, motor vehicle theft and property 
damage offences dropped during the first 10 weeks of Operation Carrier.  I congratulate the dedicated members 
of the Western Australia Police Service for their innovative and professional efforts in tackling crime in Western 
Australia.  I table the recorded offence statistics for the September 2000 quarter.   

[See paper No 470.]  
 


